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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 3-10 are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hatamaka [U. 
S. Patent No. 4,689,666]. 

As to claim 1, Hatamaka discloses an image processing apparatus comprising: judgment 
means forjudging a color of an image for each region having a predetermined size in an image 
superposed with noise (Fig. 1, item 15; col. 3, lines 32-59); determination means for determining 
a parameter for a noise removal process in correspondence with the color determined by said 
judgment means (Fig.2, items 16, 22, 23; col. 4, lines 5-66); and control means for controlling 
execution of the noise removal process in accordance with the parameter determined by said 
determination means (Fig. 2, item 16, col. 4, lines 5-66). 

As to claim 3, Hatamaka discloses that determination means determines information 
indicating a size of a region which is to undergo the noise removal process, and also determines 
parameters used in a filtering process (col. 4, lines 19-52). 

As to claim 4, Hatamaka discloses that determination means determines information 
indicating a size of a region which is to undergo the noise removal process, and also determines 
parameters used in a noise distribution method (col. 4, lines 53-66). 

As to claim 5, Hatamaka discloses that control means controls execution of a process as 
one or a combination of a noise reduction process using a low-pass filter, a noise reduction 
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process using a noise distribution method, and a noise reduction process using a median filter 
(col. 4, line 5, col. 5, line 10). 

Claim 6 is simply directed to a method corresponding to the apparatus of claim 1 . 
Therefore, it is rejected for the same reasons applied to claim 1. 

As to claims 7-10, Hatamaka discloses that the apparatus and method of the claimed 
invention are implemented by means of a computer system (col. 5, lines 47-50). 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. Claims 7-8 are directed to a program which is considered as 
functional descriptive material NOT claimed as residing on a computer readable medium. Such 
functional descriptive material NOT claimed as residing on a computer readable medium is non- 
statutory subject matter. MPEP 2106.IV.B.l(a). 

5. Claim 2 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Gindele et al disclose a noise reduction method utilizing color information. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuoc Iran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7399. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Mancuso can be reached on (571) 272-7695. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




